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Replacement, not repair
for Abrego North pool

CHRISTOPHER BOAN | GREEN VALLEY NEWS 

The ride continues
Chuck Hill of Green Valley leads the 10th annual Ride of Silence 
down Abrego Drive on Wednesday, where 73 cyclists came out to 
support the seven-mile ride that honors those who have been killed 
in bicycle-related incidents. More photos, Page B3.

By David Rookhuyzen
drookhuyzen@gvnews.com

The pool at Abrego North 
can’t be repaired long-term, and 
will need to be replaced.

That’s the bottom line from 
contractors Kratt Construction 
and Western Technology Inc., 
whose findings were presented 
at a meeting of  Green Valley 
Recreation’s Planning and Eval-
uation Committee on Thursday.

Kratt gave GVR two options 

for repairing the pool — either 
fixing the current cracks with 
a surface epoxy or injecting a 
polyurethane foam beneath the 
bowl of  the pool. However, it’s 
possible the foam could put more 
pressure on the pipes and lead to 
more breaks. And, because of  
existing soil conditions, Kratt is 
not recommending either option 
and will not guarantee repairs 
for more than a few months. 

“The repairs would be Band-
Aids on wounds that need sur-
gery,” said Ron Sills, the commit-
tee’s chair.

The pool has been drained and 
closed since November, after mul-

tiple cracks in the bowl allowed 
water to seep into the ground at 
the rate of  two gallons per min-
ute. The cracks were caused by 
the leak in the return line, which 
saturated the soil and caused the 
bowl to settle even more. That 
leak, found three or four feet 
beneath the surface where pres-
sure had caused an elbow joint to 
snap, was found during work on 
the pool last month.

However, the pool’s problems 
could eventually be more good 
news than bad for Abrego North 
residents.

GVR looking to put in 
new facilities at site

GV Hospital
opens doors
to patients
Green Valley News

Green Valley Hospital 
opened Tuesday after-
noon and admitted its 
first patient later that 
day — a 27-year-old Sa-
huarita woman.

The opening of  the in-
dependent, 50-bed com-
munity hospital came 
three days after a public 
tour drew an estimated 
3,500 people. 

Hospital CEO David 
Wanger said the hospital 
is “bringing services up 
slowly” as it works out 
details including minor 
equipment issues. 

It is on East Frontage 
Road, north of  Canoa 
Road in Green Valley. 

Southwest  Ambu-
lance, operated by Ru-
ral/Metro Fire Depart-
ment, began delivering 
patients to the hospital 
Tuesday, a spokesman 
said. Several people 
were in the Emergency 
Room on Thursday, and 
the hospital had several 
overnight admissions, 
Wanger said.

The hospital includes 
a gift shop and restau-
rant that will be open 
soon, as well as a cha-
pel, helipad, community 
meeting room and most 
medical services outside 
of  a Level 1 trauma unit. 

About 200 residents 
have signed up to volun-
teer at the hospital.  

Crews contain fireCrews contain fire
in Santa Ritasin Santa Ritas

By David Rookhuyzen
drookhuyzen@gvnews.com

The Oak Tree Fire, 
which burned approxi-
mately 2,023 acres of  
grass, oak, pinion pine 
and juniper on the east-
ern side of  the Santa Rita 
Mountains, has been all 
but extinguished.

The fire, located 10 
miles north of  Sonoita, 
was 90 percent contained 
as of  Friday night with 
low growth potential, ac-
cording to the U.S. Forest 
Service. 

Firefighters will con-

tinue to monitor the fire 
and put out hot spots 
until it’s completely 
contained, but demobi-
lization began Saturday 
morning. There were 15 
firefighters and four en-
gines left on scene to fin-
ish containment. 

The fire was first re-
ported around 1:15 p.m. 
on Wednesday. By Friday, 
roughly 185 people from 
20 agencies were fighting 
the blaze. Those agen-
cies included the state 
Department of  Trans-

By Kitty Bottemiller
kbottemiller@gvnews.com

S
ahuarita police 
expected maybe a 
half-dozen patrons 
at a local restau-
rant for the kick-off  

of  their new Coffee with a 
Cop program.

At 10 a.m., Jerry Bob’s 
in the Sahuarita Safe-
way shopping center was 
packed, and the people 
kept coming. While not 
all may have come specifi-
cally to chat with police in 
an informal setting, sev-
eral did.

“I spoke to five or six 
tables who came just for 
this,” said Jeremy John-

son, Jerry Bob’s manager. 
“I posted an announce-
ment the day before (on-
line) and got 83 respons-
es.”

His is the first establish-
ment to host the event and 
said he was impressed 
with the community-po-
licing philosophy behind 
it as well as the turnout.

Would he host it again? 
“Yes, definitely,” he said.

During the hour-long 
visit, at least a half-dozen 
officers took part, some 
from beginning to end, 
replenishing their coffee 
pots and pitchers repeat-
edly. One patron recog-

AT YOUR SERVICE

PHOTOS BY KITTY BOTTEMILLER | GREEN VALLEY NEWS

EVAN KAUFMAN, 6, celebrates graduation from kindergarten and a birthday with family as Sahuarita 
Officer Joe Grijalva stops by to check out his coloring project and party wear on Thursday.

Sahuarita police answer questions, pour coffee

OFFICERS KELSEY SANTOS and Joe Grijalva take 
a quick break from serving. SEE COFFEE, PAGE A9SEE OAK TREE FIRE, PAGE A9

SEE ABREGO NORTH, PAGE A9

OUTSIDE
Mostly sunny & nice, high 
81. Clear, cool night; low 
55. More weather, A4.
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So Much Planning  
Goes into Retirement.
Have You Thought About Taxes As Well?

It’s likely that your retirement income may come 

from many sources, such as Social Security, pension 

distributions, a 401(k) or IRA withdrawals. That’s 

why, if taxes are a concern for you, it’s important 

to choose the right investments for your portfolio. 

At Edward Jones, we have many options that can 

give you more control over your taxes, so you can 

enjoy what you’ve worked so hard to achieve.

Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors cannot provide tax 
advice. You should consult with a qualified tax specialist for professional 
advice on your specific situation.

Call today to see how our unique, face-
to-face approach makes us best suited  

to help long-term investors meet their 
current needs and future financial goals.
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FRIENDS IN DEED - June Events

For Information on Weekly Shopping/Social Van Trips, Doctor a/o Personal Appointments call: 

For Meeting Rooms, Special Events and General Information call: 

ALL PROGRAMS ARE AVAILABLE AT NO-CHARGE

OUR VOLUNTEERS MAKE IT HAPPEN      ---       YOUR DONATIONS MAKE IT POSSIBLE

FRIENDS IN DEED is an all Volunteer Organization operating since 1971
We Loan Durable Medical Equipment and 

Provide Transportation and Weekly Blood Pressure Clinics for Our Community

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY
5

Blood Pressure 
8:30-10:30
FID-F Social 
8:30-10:30

Presentation on new “Villas”
Laughter Wellness 

1:00-2:00

7

14

21

28

8
Woodcarvers
8:30 - 12:00

Come see what they
do & join the fun 

1
Woodcarvers
8:30 - 12:00

Come see what they
do & join the fun 

15
Woodcarvers
8:30 - 12:00

Come see what they
do & join the fun 

22
Woodcarvers
8:30 - 12:00

Come see what they
do & join the fun 

29
Woodcarvers
8:30 - 12:00

Come see what they
do & join the fun 

9
Blood Pressure 

8:30-10:30

2
Blood Pressure 

8:30-10:30

16
Blood Pressure 

8:30-10:30
Brain Aerobics

3:30-4:30

23
Blood Pressure 

8:30-10:30

30
Blood Pressure 

8:30-10:30

Trader Joe’s/ 
Sprouts

8:30-12:30

Trader Joe’s/ 
Sprouts

8:30-12:30

Trader Joe’s/ 
Sprouts

8:30-12:30

Trader Joe’s/ 
Sprouts

8:30-12:30

Trader Joe’s/ 
Sprouts

8:30-12:30

10
Game Day 
9:00-2:00 

Come join in the fun.
Many games 

provided
 or bring your own

17
Game Day 
9:00-2:00 

Come join in the fun.
Many games 

provided
 or bring your own

3
Game Day 
9:00-2:00 

Come join in the fun.
Many games 

provided
 or bring your own

Tucson Mall
9:00-3:00

IKEA trip
9:00-5:00

Park Place Mall 
9:00-3:00

24
Game Day 
9:00-2:00 

Come join in the fun.
Many games 

provided
 or bring your own

4
Stitching Group 1:00-3:00
Become Ageless 1:00-2:00    

Creative Mandalas 
3:30-4:30

18

25

Park Place Mall 
9:00-3:00

Tucson Mall 
9:00-3:00

12
Blood Pressure 8:30-10:30

FID-F Social 8:30-10:30
Pima Cnty Health Dept.
Laughter Wellness 

1:00-2:00

19
Blood Pressure 8:30-10:30
Diabetic Screen 8:30-10:30

FID-F Social 8:30-10:30
“Family Nurse Pract”

Laughter Wellness 1:00-2:00

26
Blood Pressure 8:30-10:30

FID-F Social 8:30-10:30
(June’s Birthday Party)
(Everybody’s Invited)

Laughter Wellness 
1:00-2:00

Red=Blood Pressure 

Blue=Socials 

Purple=Spec. 

Events 

Black=Van Trips

Wal-Mart 
10:00-2:00

13

20

27

6

19221 S. ALPHA AVE.  625-9698 WWW.MYCOACHS.COM  FREE WI-FI

RECEIVE 2ND BREAKFAST FREE!

BUY ONE BREAKFAST AT REGULAR PRICE

DAILY 7-11 AM
WITH PURCHASE OF 2 DRINKS. DINE IN ONLY. 

NOT VALID W/ANY OTHER COUPON OR OFFER. 

BREAKFAST: M-Sun 7-11am LUNCH & DINNER: Everyday 9am-8:30pm BAR: Open Daily till 10pmX
N
L
V
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THE BOOK SHOP

Next to Busy Bee Printers 
in the Green Valley Village

231-B Esperanza Blvd 

We Offer:

Thank You Faithful Customers 
for your continued support!
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398-8000

Memorial Day 

BBQ!
Monday, May 25th
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Come
 join us!

Enjoy

(520) 625-5511
18705 S. I-19 Frontage Rd. in the Sahuarita Plaza

P.O. Box 567, Green Valley, AZ 85622

gvnews.com   |   sahuaritasun.com   |   scvsun.com

Advertising and 

circulation 

deadlines 

will be 

advanced

NOTICE
The offi ces of the 

Green Valley News & 
Sahuarita Sun will be CLOSED on 

Monday, May 25th in honor of

Memorial
Day

For the 
Wednesday, 

May 27th Issue:
DISPLAY ADVERTISING DEADLINE is 

Thursday, May 21 at 10:00 am
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

DEADLINE (DISPLAY & LINERS) is Friday, May 22 at 1 pm
CHANGES TO YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

(STARTS, STOPS AND ADDRESS CHANGES) DEADLINE is
Friday, May 22 at Noon

G R E E N  V A L L E Y

A N D  S U N

Love of the game
Barrette picked up 

club-making as a hob-
by more than 40 years 
ago when his neighbor 
at the time introduced 
him to it.

He said the first clubs 
he attempted were hor-
ribly constructed, but 
were enough to get him 
hooked on the art of  
custom club-making. 

“Not only is it a sport 
and a love, but when-
ever you work at some-
thing you love it really 
isn’t work, and it hasn’t 
been work to me,” Bar-
rette said. “That’s why 
I’m still doing it, not 
because of  the money 
or anything, it’s just 
because I love doing 
it.”

Barrette estimates he 
still cranks out a set of  
clubs every two to three 
weeks at his home in 
Green Valley, where he’s 
lived since 2003. 

Longtime friend and 
fellow Desert Hills mem-
ber Bob Campbell said 
Bar rette’s  work has 
helped his golf  game tre-
mendously.

“Bob’s taught me a lot, 
and I’m a high handi-
capper, so I need a lot 
of  help,” Campbell said. 
“He’s helped me with me 
with so many things that 
I do on the course. He 
know what he’s talking 
about, and I think he’ll 
help someone tremen-
dously.”

The right person
B a r r e t t e ’s  h o p i n g 

to find a youngster in 
Southern Arizona who 
either can’t afford a set 
of  golf  clubs or has a set 
that’s unusable. 

“Golf  opens up so ma-
ny avenues in life,” Bar-
rette said. “If  they’re re-
ally interested in learn-
ing the game then they 
can find so many oppor-
tunities, from becoming 
a club or teaching profes-
sional or, if  they’re good 
enough, a touring pro-
fessional. There are all 
kinds of  opportunities.” 

Campbell added that 
Desert Hills Golf  Club in 
Green Valley will throw 
in a golf  bag for the per-
son that Barrette selects. 

Barrette said he hopes 
the person selected gets 
a lot of  use out of  the 
clubs and takes full ad-
vantage of  the plethora 
of  courses in and around 
Green Valley and Sahua-
rita.

“I just hope the person 
enjoys them, and hope-
fully they’ll get better, 
because they’ve got a set 
that will fit them,” Bar-
rette said. “Who knows, 
maybe they’ll become 
one of  the outstanding 
golfers on the University 
of  Arizona team one day, 
you never know.”

(Young golfers inter-
ested in working with 
Bar rette  may email 
Green Val ley  News 
sports editor Christoper 
Boan at cboan@gvnews.
com.)

Christopher Boan | 547-9747

CUSTOM CLUBS
CONTINUED FROM B1

The 10th annual Ride of  Silence went 

off  without a hitch Wednesday as 73 

bicyclists made the 7-mile loop along 

Abrego Drive, Esperanza Boulevard and 

Duval Mine Road. The event, put on by the 

Santa Cruz Valley Bicycle Advocacy Com-

mittee, honors those who have been killed 

in bicycle-related crashes. 

SOMBER REMEMBRANCE

RIGHT: A throng of 
bikers approach the 
end of the 7-mile Ride 
of Silence procession in 
Green Valley on May 
20, as Pima County 
Sheriff’s deputies watch.

TOP: A group of bicy-
clists gathers around 
as Green Valley resi-
dent Chuck Hill goes 

over the planned route 
for last Wednesday’s 

Ride of Silence. 

1976 North LaCanoa • 520-625-9414

Up to 5 quarts conventional oil • Most cars & light trucks

TPMS reset additional if needed • With coupon • Not valid with any other offer • No cash value

Waste handling fee extra • Expires 6-30-15 • 4018GVNEWS515

OIL CHANGE PACKAGE
SUPER SAVER

$1995 INCLUDES: 
Oil Change, and 

FREE 4 Tire Rotation!

PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPHER BOAN | GREEN VALLEY NEWS


